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29. When the Sacred Scriptures are read in the Church, God himself speaks to his people, and Christ, 

present in his word, proclaims the Gospel. 

Therefore, the readings from the Word of God are to be listened to reverently by everyone, for they are 

an element of the greatest importance in the Liturgy. Although in the readings from Sacred Scripture the 

Word of God is addressed to all people of whatever era and is understandable to them, a fuller 

understanding and a greater efficaciousness of the word is nevertheless fostered by a living commentary 

on the word, that is, by the Homily, as part of the liturgical action. 

-General Instruction of the Roman Missal 

 

 



I. The Law of the Church 

55. The main part of the Liturgy of the Word is made up of the readings from Sacred Scripture together with the chants 

occurring between them. As for the Homily, the Profession of Faith, and the Universal Prayer, they develop and conclude 

it. For in the readings, as explained by the Homily, God speaks to his people,[57] opening up to them the mystery of 

redemption and salvation, and offering spiritual nourishment; and Christ himself is present through his word in the midst 

of the faithful.[58] By silence and by singing, the people make this divine word their own, and affirm their adherence to it 

by means of the Profession of Faith; finally, having been nourished by the divine word, the people pour out their petitions 

by means of the Universal Prayer for the needs of the whole Church and for the salvation of the whole world. 

 

56. The Liturgy of the Word is to be celebrated in such a way as to favor meditation, and so any kind of haste such as 

hinders recollection is clearly to be avoided. In the course of it, brief periods of silence are also appropriate, 

accommodated to the assembled congregation; by means of these, under the action of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God 

may be grasped by the heart and a response through prayer may be prepared. It may be appropriate to observe such 

periods of silence, for example, before the Liturgy of the Word itself begins, after the First and Second Reading, and lastly 

at the conclusion of the Homily.[59] 

 

58. In the celebration of the Mass with the people, the readings are always read from the ambo. 

 

59. The function of proclaiming the readings is by tradition not presidential but ministerial. Therefore the readings are to 

be read by a reader, but the Gospel by the Deacon or, in his absence, by another Priest. If, however, a Deacon or another 

Priest is not present, the Priest Celebrant himself should read the Gospel, and moreover, if no other suitable reader is 

present, the Priest Celebrant should also proclaim the other readings as well. 

 

After each reading, whoever reads it pronounces the acclamation, and by means of the reply the assembled people give 

honor to the Word of God that they have received in faith and with gratitude. 



II. How to Pronounce the Word of God 

38. In texts that are to be pronounced in a loud and clear voice, whether by the Priest or the Deacon, or by a 
reader, or by everyone, the voice should correspond to the genre of the text itself, that is, depending upon 
whether it is a reading, a prayer, an explanatory comment, an acclamation, or a sung text; it should also be 
suited to the form of celebration and to the solemnity of the gathering. Consideration should also be given to the 
characteristics of different languages and of the culture of different peoples. 

Therefore, in the rubrics and in the norms that follow, words such as “say” and “proclaim” are to be understood 
either of singing or of reciting, with due regard for the principles stated here above. 

- General Instruction 38 

 

General Rules for Readings: 

1. Always look at the readings before Holy Mass. 

2. Arrive appropriately dressed (for Sundays, think business formal; for weekdays think business casual). 

3. Arrive at the Church at least 10-15 minutes before the beginning of Mass. 

4. If you are unsure of the pronouncing of certain names in Sacred Scripture, ask the celebrant or consult an online 

resource. 

5. When you go up to read, 

a. Approach the Sanctuary 

b. Stop and bow, just at the bottom of the steps, towards the altar cross. 

c. Go to the ambo, and begin reading at the words “A reading from…” 

d. Take intermediate pauses during the reading, in accordance with text breaks in the lectionary. 

e. At the end of the reading say “the word of the Lord.” 

 

 



General Rules for the Responsorial Psalm: 

1. At the end of the first reading, the lector takes a brief pause. 

2. The Responsorial Psalm begins immediately with the response itself, spoken first by the lector, and then by the 

congregation.  

3. After each stanza of the Psalm, the lector pauses to indicate that the response is to be repeated by the congregation. 

 

 

Extra Tips: 

1. It is unnecessary to begin the readings by announcing which reading it is. The lector simply begins the reading by 

saying “A reading from…” 

a. E.g. Avoid saying: “The first reading” or “The responsorial psalm” 

 

2. Note that the lectionary has extra information an instructions written around the readings, these include the 

specific verses that the reading is taken from, commentaries above the readings, and the Sunday or weekday that is 

being celebrated at the Mass. These are for the aid of the priest, who himself gives instruction to the faithful in his 

homilies.  

Therefore, the lector should not read these before the reading, but should begin the reading with “A reading 

from…” 

a. E.g. Avoid saying “The first reading is from First Peter, Chapter 5, Verses 1-3.” Or, “In this passage, Peter 

admonishes us to be sobre and alert.” 

 

b. Instead, say “A reading from the First Letter of St. Peter” 

 

3. A small gesture at the Responsorial Psalm will cue the faithful that it is their turn to respond (such as a small 

motion with the hand or simply looking up from the lectionary). It is unnecessary to say things like “Everyone” or 

“Together.” 
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